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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

Pages N6 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



1-12 



_ : , as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, , filed with the demand 



m9 filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



1/5-5/5 



, as originally filed 



_, filed with the demand 



□ 

the sequence listing part of the description: 



. , filed with the letter of 



pages 
pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

OTsSf 886 ° f tranSlati ° n &mished for * e Ptoses of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

I" P«t^^^ ^ the international application, the international 

contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
— furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement ttiat the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. disclosure in me 

totoS ** ^ inf0rmati ° n rCCOrded ta COm P Uter readable f0 ™ is identi ^ to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 

5. □ ^L r H P ^H haS , been esta *! ished as jf < some "0 amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
| beyond the d^closure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). ** consiaereo to go 

* K^^T"or^rm^ f TJ Shed '°!' le reCei T g °f' Ce tn reSp ° nSe t0 an invitation A ^ " ™ referred to 
and 70.17) originally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

I "Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



7, 9 



1-6, 8, 10-12 



1-12 



1-12 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1- Novelty of the independent claim 



The application fails to meet the requirement of PCT 
Article 33(2) because the subject matter of claims 1 
and 10 lacks novelty. 

1.1 The search report citation DE 197 34 970 A (hereinafter 
referred to as document Dl) describes a device as 
defined in the preamble of claim 1. 

Dl also shows (see the end of the line associated with 
reference sign 3 in figure 2) a turn of a screw thread 
formed on the part of the terminal holder that 
protrudes from the cylinder head. This turn no doubt 
| serves as a self-locking means for a cap which is 

placed on the terminal holder. The terminal holder 
thus has a self-locking means, and the cap has a 
corresponding self-locking means, even if it is not 
explicitly shown. 

1.2 As pointed out in the applicant's letter of 3 March 
2004, US-A-6 189 511 (hereinafter referred to as 
document D2) shows a terminal holder (central 
connector plug 425) which is fixed to the cylinder 
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head housing by a self-locking means. The subject 
matter of claim 1 does not exclude the possibility of 
further distribution (i.e. a wiring harness) inside 
the cylinder head housing. Although there is no 
explicit mention of a cap in D2 it is clear that a. 
mating element in the form of a connector with 
corresponding contact pins is fitted in the terminal 
holder. Since claim 1 only specifies a cap in general 
terms without any particular technical features, the 
mating element can be construed as a cap. The use of a 
self-locking means to keep such a cap in place is 
known from the prior art . 

The subject matter of claim 1 is thus disclosed in its 
entirety in Dl and therefore lacks novelty. The method 
according to claim 10 is likewise derivable from Dl 
and D2 . 

The features specified in the dependent claims are 
also either found in or obvious from the prior art 
documents cited in the search report. 



